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Commotion
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Commotion and Another Origin Story first
appeared, in somewhat different form, in
Nancy’s collection of Icelandic poems, Egil Is
Baffled By Grief.

Recycle this microchap
with a friend.
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INTRO

These poems are based on an old Norse
story about how gods and humans
received the gift of poetic inspiration.
They are based on Snorri Sturluson’s
account in his Edda.

Snorri’s account is wonderfully episodic.
In the central episode, Odin agrees to
spend three nights with a giantess, in

exchange for three sips of the Mead of

Poetry. He cheats, and escapes with all of
the mead.

Commotion and Lucky follow Snorri’s story,

more or less.

The third poem re-imagines the three
nights with the giantess.
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Apny

Commotion

There’s a certain misogyny here,
(how large women are,
how demanding)

but I think, on balance,
Snorri gets it right

about Odin’s three nights
with the giantess.

How poetry

is not only a fine ferment,
but also

carries with it

a history of commotion,
skirmish,

the ogre’s bed.

How even

in its origin story,

the poet

is formed

from spittle,

the honey

mixed with blood.



